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(1) Perspectives on the linguistic status of verb-particle combinations Assumption A: Linkage is lexical in nature; storage as one word Prediction A: Enhanced magnetic brain response to particles, both up and down, in congruent combinations
Assumption B:
Linkage is syntactic in nature; generation on the basis of a phrase-structure rule
Prediction B:
Reduced magnetic brain response to particles, both up and down, in congruent combinations (2) Perspectives on the impact of semantics on the status of verb-particle combinations
Assumption A:
The role of semantics is critical; semantically non-transparent combinations are lexically listed, but transparent ones are syntactically assembled Prediction A: Enhanced magnetic brain response to particles, both up and down, in congruent combinations, used in a figurative (metaphorical) sense, but reduced response to both particles in congruent combinations which are transparent.
Assumption B:
Semantics is irrelevant; (common) combinations are lexically listed, whether they are non-transparent or transparent
Prediction B:
Enhanced magnetic brain response to particles, both up and down, in congruent combinations, both in a figurative (metaphorical) sense and in their transparent spatial sense. (2004) interface.
1 Frequencies given for up and down (in isolation and in combination with the standard stimuli) are for their use as particles, since up and down were recorded with the intonation of a particle (rather than that of a preposition) vis-à-vis the preceding word.
2 NSP values are multiplied by 10 9 for ease of presentation and interpretation. Furthermore, note the absence of significant differences between metaphorical combinations (with a non-spatial use of the particle) and transparent combinations (with a spatial use of the particle). 
Figure legends

